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are compared in the percentage of words from 
omes clear that there is little difference betwee
). Many of these words consist of articles and 
are on the 80% list. Most of the words that do n
pecific to the events in the story � �!�"������
used frequently enough to make the 80% list (
e root as words on the 80% list, but simply not 
han the masculine �����#
�, the verb ����� in

mpound $����� rather than simply �%��).  
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the 80% list that 
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prepositions that 
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Figure 4 graphically illu
textbooks.11  While From Alpha
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the specific grammatical items b
because Athenaze, chapter 1, is
introduce any grammar while F
grammar before it presents its fi
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students to transform fifteen verb
English-to-Greek sentences.12 Ev
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Figure 413 
 

 

                                                 
11 Word counts include repeats (i.e. if a 
12 Part a of Athenaze, chapter 24, adds a
one Greek-to-English exercise of ten se
13 Because From Alpha to Omega has f
the results for Athenaze Part a and Part 
equitable. (Athenaze presents most of th
Thucydides and Aristophanes.) 
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ustrates the number of words used in the exer
a to Omega, after the first few chapters, has r
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The most striking differe
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Figure 5 
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single page and makes 

                                                 
14 An average of 12.9 new words per sec
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provided with the corresponding 80% list for their text book.15 The complete 80% list 
(Major) is approximately 14 pages and contains vocabulary not immediately useful to 
students using Athenaze or From Alpha to Omega. These pages could be held back for 
the intermediate level or given to students toward the end of Greek II as words to be 
mastered later. Perhaps a sheet of vocabulary from the 80% list for each new chapter 
would be reasonable (see appendices 3-4). One other option is to skip the 50% list 
altogether and simply hand out the 80% list as it relates to each chapter.  

2) Regular vocabulary quizzes, focusing on either the 50% list or 80% list, would reinforce 
high-frequency words. These quizzes could be limited to either the 50% list or the 80% 
list words depending on how the information has been presented and at what level of 
Greek the students are studying. Students would have a set number of words that must be 
mastered in order to perform well on these quizzes, which will, in turn, build their 
confidence. If using a reading quiz instead of a vocabulary quiz, words from the 50% or 
80% lists could be underlined in a reading passage and students could be asked to 
identify these words in a separate section of the quiz. As some students learn vocabulary 
better through context and recognizing words in context is the ultimate goal, it is 
reasonable to use reading quizzes to reinforce high-frequency words, while moving the 
focus away from words that do not appear on either list. This is also an important way to 
move away from potential problems with vocabulary lists, such as students associating 
meaning only with the first principal part of a verb or identifying only a single meaning 
of a word with multiple meanings. 

3) Where appropriate, derivative exercises can be created to reinforce words on the 50% or 
80% word list. Although not all Greek words lend themselves to this kind of exercise, 
those that do will be reinforced even more, and students will have the added benefit of an 
increased English vocabulary as well. These exercises can come in a variety of forms, 
including anything from matching to filling out derivative trees. Using derivative trees 
can also help create word families with the high-frequency vocabulary (Distler 69-72). 

������
���

 Vocabulary acquisition continues to be a major obstacle, even for many advanced 
students.  A focus on the vocabulary necessary for their later success will ultimately serve 
students better than a focus on story specific vocabulary that appears less frequently in ancient 
texts. Coordinating the vocabulary lists from the textbook with the core vocabulary that makes 
up 80% of Greek texts can help students establish a working vocabulary that will facilitate the 
difficult leap from the grammar books to ancient Greek texts. The techniques used in this paper 
to evaluate the vocabulary of two commonly used textbooks can be applied to the textbook of 
choice by rearranging the original 50% list or the 80% list to fit the textbook used. Additionally, 
since I advocate that teachers and professors of Greek make up their own vocabulary exercises 
and quizzes to correspond to the vocabulary in their textbook, the above suggestions can also be 
applied to any text for elementary Greek. 

                                                 
15 See the 80% lists as they correspond to From Alpha to Omega (appendix 3) and to the Athenaze series (appendix 
4). 
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This appendix contain all of the words in From Alpha to Omega that also appear on Wilfred Major's list of the 1,106 
words that make up 80% of the Greek database of 4.1 millions words in the Perseus Project. The list is divided into 
two parts: a chapter-by-chapter listing of the words that occur in both the textbook as well as on the 80% list, 
followed by the words from the 80% list that do not appear in the textbook.Words appear twice if they were first 
introduced in a reading, then later in the chapter vocabulary. Words that appear first in chapter vocabulary or are 
listed in multiple readings only are inserted with the earliest chapter to which they would be associated. 
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This appendix contain all of the words in Athenaze that also appear on Wilfred Major's list of the 1,106 words that 
make up 80% of the Greek database of 4.1 millions words in the Perseus Project. The list is divided into two parts: a 
chapter-by-chapter listing of the words that occur in both the textbook as well as on the 80% list, followed by the 
words from the 80% list that do not appear in the textbook.Words appear twice if they were first introduced in a 
reading, then later in the chapter vocabulary. Words that appear first in chapter vocabulary or are listed in multiple 
readings only are inserted with the earliest chapter with which they would be associated.  
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